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Current Affiliation 
Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, University of Calcutta. 
56 A. B.T. Road. Kolkata – 700050. West Bengal, India 
 
Teaching Fields 
Economics of Institutions, Development Economics, Economic History. 
 
Research Fields 
Development Economics, Economic History. 
 
Nationality 
Indian 
 
Education 
Ph.D in Economics: University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC, 2004-2010 
M.Sc in Economics University of Calcutta, India, 1998-2000 
B.Sc  in Economics (Honours) Presidency College, Calcutta, 1995-1998  
 
Professional Experience: 

 Maheshtala College (University of Calcutta), India, 2002-2004, Lecturer in 
Economics 
 

 Department of Economics, University of British Columbia, Lecturer; (Courses 
taught: Econ 341: Economic Development of Asia, Sep-Dec 2009) 

 
 Globsyn Business School, Kolkata, 2010-11, Assistant Professor, (Courses taught: 

Managerial Economics) 
 

 Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, 2011-2013, Assistant Professor, (Courses 
taught: History of Economic Development (July-Dec, 2011), History of Economic 
Thought (January-April, 2012), Introductory Econometrics (January-April 2012)) 

 
 University of Calcutta, 2013-present (Courses taught: Development Economics, 

History of Economic Ideas, Globalization and Economic Order, Frontier of Economic 
Theory, Economics of Institutions) 

 
 
Academic Publications: 

 Class or caste? A study on the role of caste and wealth status in school choice 
decision (with Sukanta Bhattacharya, Aparajita Dasgupta, and Kumarjit Mandal). Forthcoming 
in Review of Development Economics (Wiley Online, Impact Factor 0.841).  

 

Email: ameco@caluniv.ac.in 



 Formal contract enforcement and entrepreneurial success of the marginalized 
(with Tanika Chakraborty, Reema Kumari and Sarani Saha) Simanti Bandyapadhya and 
Mousumi Dutta (Eds) Opportunities and Challenges in Development (Springer) 

 
 Stigma of  sexual violence and women’s decision to work ( with Tanika Chakraborty, 

Sarani Saha and  Swapnika Reddy Rachapalli) World Development (Elsevier, Impact factor 
3.869), Volume 103, March 2018, Pages 226–238,  

 
 Evolution of Credit Institutions in India: The Case of Nattukottai Chettiars Social 

Science History (Cambridge Core, Impact Factor 0.170), Volume 41(2), summer 2017, 
pp 333-359.  

 
 Court-ship, Kinship and Business: A study on the interaction between the formal 

and informal institutions and its effect on entrepreneurship” (with Tanika 
Chakraborty and Sarani  Saha) 

 IZA Journal of Labor and Development (Springer), December 2015 4(7) 
 

 A critique of Macroeconomics curriculum in India (with Rajesh Bhattacharya) 
International Journal of Pluralism and Economics Education; 2013, Vol 4, No.4 

 
 
 
Working Papers: 
 

 Land Acquisition, Markets and Networks: Evidence form the Indian Sundarbans (with 
Prasenjit Sarkhel) (Revised and resubmitted, August, 2020). 

 
 Caste, court and Business (with Tanika Chakraborty, Sarani Saha and Divya Shukla) 

 
 Identity and Learning: a study on the effect of student-teacher gender interaction 

on student’s learning (with Sukanta Bhattacharya, Aparajita Dasgupta, and Kumarjit 
Mandal) 
 

 Political Economy of identity formation: theory and evidence from India 
(with Sourav Bhattacharya and Soham K Paul) 
 

 Motherhood and labor market penalty: a study on the Indian labor market (with Sukanya 
Sarkhel) 

 
 Institutional barriers to technology adoption: the case of silk technology in 

colonial India. (with Subhasree Sarkar)  
 

 Community identity and skill mismatch: A study on the Indian labour market 
(with Sourabh B Paul)  

 
 
 
 
 



Newspaper articles and other popular writings: 

English: 

 The burden of netrality in an intolerant age, WION, 16/11/2016 

 Court congestion, caste identity and business performance, (with Tanika 
Chakraborty, Sarani Saha and Divya Shukla), Ideas for India, 14/05/2020 

 What we talk about when we talk about Economics, ABP Education, 30/05/2020  

 26 02 2016

 23 08 2016

 30 11 2016 

 7 07 2017 

 

 

 18 12 2018 

 20 10 2019 

 

29 10 2019 

 16 12 2019 

 6 2 2020 

 12 03 2020 

 10 04 2020 

 

 
 



 
Conference presentations and invited lectures: 

 Conference presentations at Canadian Economic Association Meetings, Southern 

Economic Association meeting, Economic History Association meeting (poster 

presentation), Annual Conference on Economic Growth and Development organized by 

Indian Statistical Institute, Delhi, Society for Economic Research (SERI) conference, 

Jadavpur University conference.  

 Invited lecture at Delhi School of Economics, Shiv Nadar University, Ashoka University.  

 
 
 
Awards and fellowships: 

 Exploratory Travel and Data Grant, Economic History Association, 2008. 

 University Graduate Fellowship (partial), University of British Columbia, 2005 

 Graduate Entrance Scholarship, University of British Columbia, 2004 

 Minor Research Project Grant, University Grants Commission, India, 2003 

 Junior Research Fellowship, Indian Statistical Institute, 2001 

 Junior Research Fellowship, Indian Institute of Management, 2001 

 Junior Research Fellowship, University Grants Commission, India, 2001 

 

Completed Projects: 
 

 A study on the interaction between the formal and informal institutions and its effect on 
entrepreneurship (Co-PI, Funding Agency: ICSSR) 

 
 History of Technology Adoption and Development: the case of silk industry in colonial 

India (PI, Funding Agency INSA) 
 

 Courts, networks, and start-ups: Institutions matter for South Asian small enterprises 
(Consultant, Funding Agency IDRC, Canada) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


