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INTRODUCTION: 

The Post graduate Department of Islamic History and Culture at University of Calcutta began to 
function in 1942 and the system of examination at the end of two years was in practice. It introduced 
the biennial system of examination Part-I and Part-II, where the students had to sit for a yearly final 
examination. The department has introduced a system of internal assessment of 20 marks each paper 
and 10 marks each half and 80 marks each paper and 40 marks each half system of examination as a 
step towards semester system of examination from the 2014-2015 session. But on and from 2018-
2019 sessions, the Semester system is being introduced in the department making provision for 
examination at six months regular interval based on CBCS. 

REGULATIONS 

1. GENERAL  

The course of study leading to the Post-graduate M.A. Degree in ISLAMIC HISTORY AND 
CULTURE of the University of Calcutta shall be conducted by the Department of ISLAMIC 
HISTORY AND CULTURE. 

A student may write his/her examination in English or in Bengali but the question paper will be set in 
English only.  

The University shall lay down from time to time such subsidiary rules of admission, courses of study 
and methods of examination as may be deemed necessary for the maintenance of standards of 
University Education, in conformity with the relevant authorities.  

2. DURATION OF THE COURSE  

Two full academic years including one field trip (subject to approval of the University) divided into 
four semesters. The classes will be held both in the Department and in the allied department within 
Alipur Campus subject to availability of the resource persons and approval of the Departmental 
Committee.  

3. NUMBER OF EXAMINATIONS 

Each course of study namely M.A. in ISLAMIC HISTORY AND CULTURE shall consist of FOUR 
examinations namely: 

SEMESTER-I, to be held at the end of the six months of first year course of study. 



SEMESTER-II, to be held at the end of the first year course of study. 

SEMESTER-III, to be held at the end of the six months of second year course of study. 

SEMESTER-IV, to be held at the end of second year course of study. 

The date of commencing of the examination shall be duly notified. 

Classes for the next semester course will start as per notification by the Department of Islamic History 
and Culture. 

Semester wise distribution of papers and the syllabus are given in the syllabus and course structure. 

4. ADMISSION CRITERIA FOR M.A. IN ISLAMIC HISTORY AND CULTURE  

A candidate who has passed the three-year B.A. Honours course in Islamic History and Culture of this 
University is eligible to seek admission to the M.A. Course in the subject directly. Remaining seats 
will be offered to the candidates who have passed the B.A Honours course in History from this 
University and also from the other Universities. There will be few seats available as per U.G.C. 
guidelines in every such course in this University to the graduates of other Universities provided they 
fulfil other terms and conditions as may be laid down in the admission notification issued by the 
University from time to time. 

5. FEES STRUCTURE 

Monthly and yearly fees to be collected from a student as academic year July to June. Examination 
fees and other related fees are payable by the candidates as may be prescribed by the university from 
time to time. 

6. CREDIT POINT OR DISTRIBUTION OF MARKS OF PAPERS  

M.A. course in Islamic History and Culture shall comprise of 12 papers in Core Course, 6 papers in 
Discipline Specific Elective Course and 2 papers in Generic Elective. Each of four semesters will 
comprise of 5 papers, each paper will carry 50 marks i.e. 50 x5 =250 marks. Since each paper carries 
4 Credit Points, so each Semester will carry 4 x5 =20 Credit points.  

Core Course: 12 Papers, Discipline Specific Elective : 6 Papers, Generic Elective : 2 Papers 

12+6+2 = 20 Papers x 50 marks = 1000 Marks 

Each Paper is of 4 Credits, i.e. 20x4 = 80 Credits (flexible) 

CC 12x4 = 48 Credit Point; DSE 6x4 =24 Credit Points; GE 2x4 = 8 Credit Points 

4 Semesters in two years. 5 papers in each semester (5 x50 = 250 marks) 5x4 = 20 Credits in each 
Semester. 

The Department will offer 5 papers each from Core Course in Semester I and Semester II. In  
Semester III, the students of the Department will study 1 paper from Core Course and 3 papers (out of 
4 Papers from either Group A or Group B) from Discipline Specific Elective Course and Generic 
Elective Paper 1. In Semester IV, the students of the Department will study 1 paper from Core Course 
and 3 papers (out of 4 Papers from Group A or Group B) from Discipline Specific Elective Course 
and Generic Elective Paper 2.  



Each of 4 Semester will carry 20 Credit and four Semesters altogether will carry 20 x4 = 80 Credits. 
(12 CC papers 12 x4= 48 Credits, 6 DSE Papers 6 x4 = 24 Credits and 2 GE papers 2 x4 =8 Credits).

The Department offers a1000 marks M.A. Examination (equivalent to 80 Credit Points) divided 
equally in 4 Semesters: 

SEMESTER MARKS CREDIT POINT 
I 250 20 
II 250 20 
III 250 20 
IV 250 20 

TOTAL 1000 80 
  

7. ATTENDANCE 

As per rule of the University, a candidate shall be eligible for admission to a semester examination 
provided he/she prosecutes a regular course of studies in the Department for that semester in the 
subject and attends at least 65% of the total number of Theoretical classes held during the semester. A 
failed candidate shall not have to attend classes for appearing in the corresponding back paper(s) in a 
subsequent semester. 

Condonable limit: A student who has attended at least 55% of the classes but less than 65% of the 
classes shall however, be eligible to appear in the examination upon payment of requisite short 
percentage fees as may be prescribed by the University from time to time after obtaining a 
condonation order from the Vice-Chancellor. 

8. EXAMINER 

Paper setters, moderators, examiners, scrutinisers for each paper will be appointed by the University 
on the recommendations of the Board of Post Graduate Studies in Islamic History and Culture. 

Scripts will be examined by single examiner for all theory papers of final examination and of internal 
assessment (if any). 

9. EXAMINATION TIMING 



Theory papers:   Upto 25 Marks  1hour 

   26 to 40 marks  30 minutes 

   41 to 50 marks  2 hours 

10. MAXIMUM PERMISIBLE TIME FOR COMPLETING THE ENTIRE COURSE 

Students will have to clear the entire course within 3 years from the year of first admission or as per 
University rule.  

11. SEMESTER COMBINATION 

As per prescribed by the University. 

12. PASSING CRITERIA 

A candidate is required to appear at each and every paper/course/module/part/group of the respective 
syllabus. Examinees obtaining 40% of the total marks in the aggregate of all the semesters shall be 
declared to have passed in the M.A examination. 

A candidate is required to appear at each and every course/module /part/group of the respective 
syllabus. Examinees in order to be declared to have passed an examination must obtain at least 35% 
marks in each semester aggregate, failing which the candidate shall have to reappear in the one paper, 
wherein he/she has obtained lower marks. Examinees obtaining 40% of the total marks in the 
aggregate of all the semesters shall be declared to have passed in the M.A. examination. 

13. CRITERIA FOR RE-APPEARING (SUPPLEMENTARY) EXAMINATION 

All supplementary examinations shall be held after six months of the original examination.  Having 
failed or absent in maximum two papers/ courses a candidate shall be eligible to appear at the 
supplementary examination. 

A candidate who has failed in more than two paper(s) can appear at the same semester without 
appearing at the higher semester and without attending the classes. 

Candidate who fails in one or two paper(s) can clear the paper(s) in two more consecutive chances 
(excluding the main examination) along with his/her higher semester examination. If the candidate is 
unable to clear the same within two consecutive chances, he/she shall be dropped from the concerned 
course. 

Failed candidate, intending to re-appear in a subsequent semester will have to take permission from 
the concerned Faculty Secretary through the Head of the Department immediately after publication of 
result. 

If a candidate who is eligible to appear at a particular semester examination does not fill up the 
application form for that examination or remains absent in all the papers or some of the papers shall 
be considered to have lost one stipulated chance for that examination. 

If and when candidates do not clear their semester examination, they can clear the back semester 
examination along with their higher semester in the next two consecutive chances, failing which 
he/she shall be dropped from the concerned course. 



Being absent in maximum two paper-halves/courses a candidates shall be eligible to appear at the 
supplementary examination.  

If a candidate who is eligible to appear at a particular semester examination does not fill up the 
application form for that examination or remain absent in all the papers or some of the papers shall be 
considered to have lost one stipulated chance for that examination.  

14. ABSENT CRITERIA 

Failure to full up the examination form shall be considered as missing a chance and such candidates 
who have not filled up the examination form shall have to appear at the same semester examination. 

A Candidate who has filled up the examination form but remains absent in the entire examination or 
more than two courses will be considered to have  lost a chance and shall be required to re-appear at 
the same semester examination(s). 

A Candidate remaining absent in one or two papers/courses but clearing the other papers/courses  
shall be considered to have failed in those papers/courses in which he/she remains absent and shall be 
eligible to clear them as stated in regulation.  

15. RE-ADMISSION CRITERIA 

If a student is dropped from the respective course of study because of his failure to clear a particular 
course, he/she may apply for readmission in the same course of study in the 1st semester of the next 
academic session along with the fresh applicants. 

16. CONSOLIDATED MARK SHEET 

A Candidate, after passing all the semesters may apply for a consolidated mark sheet to the Controller 
of Examinations upon payment of such fees as prescribed by the University. 

17. MARKING SYSTEM 

Numerical scores will be awarded in all the semesters and marks in numbers shall be given in the 
mark sheet. Credit points awarded to a candidate shall be given in the mark sheet by the University. 

18. DATE OF PUBLICATION OF FINAL RESULT 

For a regular student who has cleared all the semester in normal course, the date of publication of 
final result shall be the date of publication of the result of the 4th semester. 

The final date of publication of result for students clearing previous semester(s) subsequent to their 
clearing 4th semester examination will be date of publication of the last result clearing all papers. 

19. GRADE POINT CALCULATION 

Examiners shall forward assessment in respect of every student to the Controller of Examinations for 
tabulation of results A-7 Point Grade System shall be followed for the purpose details of which are 
laid down hereunder: 

Percentage of Marks* Grades Numerical Grade Points Remarks 
80-100 O 5.50-6.00 Outstanding 
70-79 A+ 4.50-4.99 Excellent 



60-69 A 4.00-4.49 Very Good 
55-59 B+ 3.75-3.99 Good 
50-54 B 3.50-3.74 Fair 
40-49 C 3.00-3.49 Satisfactory 
0-39 F ** Fail 

 
 * In case Percentage value of Marks involves decimal figures, candidates shall be awarded the next 
higher integer value if the decimal value (Rounded off upto two decimal places) exceeds 0.50. 
** Numerical Grade Point shall not be calculated in respect of a failed paper 
The multiplicative factors shall be 0.05 for all Grades for the purpose of calculating numerical Grade 
Point. 
 
Example 1: Example: If a student scores 50% in a particular module, his/her grade point for the 
module will be (3.00 + 0.05 x 12) = 3.60. More generally, if the student secures p% where P> 40 or P 
= 40 his/her grade point will be [3.0 + {(P-40) x 0.05}]. 
 
The Semester Grade Point Average (SGPA) will be just the average of the grade points obtained in all 
the modules of the given semester. If the Numerical Grade Points obtained by a student are denoted 
by ci (i= to n, where n is the number of paper/course/module/part/group in each semester), the SGPA 

hown in the 
mark sheet up to the third decimal point. 
 
Cumulative Grade Point Average (CUPA) over four semesters shall be the simple average of the four 

j ,4) where j=1 to 4. CGPA should be calculated and shown up to three 
decimal places. 
 
Both SGPA and CGPA will be rounded off to the third place of the decimal and will be shown as such 
on the mark sheet. The mark sheet issued at the end of each semester shall include both the GOA and 
the total marks obtained in each module, as well as the SGPA and the total marks obtained in that 
semester. The final mark sheet shall also include the CGPA and the total marks obtained out of 1000. 
 
 
 
20. MARKSHEET DESIGNING 

Full marks, marks obtained and grade point, SGPA, CGPA of the examination shall be reflected in the 
mark sheets wherever applicable. 

If a candidate gets F  grade in one or more course/modules/groups in a semester examination, his 
SGPA in that Semester shall be temporarily withheld and GPW (Grade Point Withheld) shall be 
marked against SGPA on marksheet. A fresh marksheet with duly calculated SGPA shall be issued 
only when a candidate clears the course subsequently but within the stipulated time frame.  

Mark sheet shall reflect marks obtained in each half/course of the paper as well as the full marks in 
the paper and the marks obtained, in the examination. 

If a candidate fails in a semester, mark sheet of that semester shall be temporarily withheld. Afresh 
mark sheet with duly calculated marks shall be issued only when a candidate clears the course 
subsequently but within the stipulated time frame. 

21. PASS DEFINATION  

On the basis of CGPA obtained by a candidate over four semesters, final grade and class shall be 
awarded as follows: 



CGPA Grade Class 
5.000-6.000 O (Outstanding) 1st Class 
4.500-4.995 A+ (Excellent) 1st Class 
4.000-4.495 A (Very Good) 1st Class 
3.750-3.995 B+ (Good) IInd Class 
3.500-3.745 B (Fair) IInd Class 
3.000-3.495 C (Satisfactory) IInd Class 
0.000-2.995 F (Fail) Fail 

 

22. GRACE MARKS 

A Candidate failing to obtain the pass marks in a semester examination shall be given benefit of one 
additional mark in the paper in which he/she secure lowest marks and the same shall be shown in the 
Tabulation Rolls. However, in the mark sheet only the total marks shall be shown after such addition. 

A Candidate failing to obtain 50% or 55% or 60% marks in the aggregate of all the semesters by one 
mark only shall be given the benefit of one additional mark in the result of the final semester and the 
same shall be reflected both in the Tabulation Roll and as well as in the Mark sheet. 

23. RE-EXAMINATION 

A Candidate shall be eligible to apply for a maximum of one theoretical papers only of a semester 
examination provided he has appeared at the said examination as a whole and has obtained at least 
40% marks in aggregate in rest of the papers taken together in that semester examination. This shall 
not apply to a candidate who has partly appeared or has appeared in a supplementary examination.  

Candidates seeking re-examinations may apply to the University in a prescribed form along with 
requisite fees as may be fixed by the University within such date as may be notified by the University. 

In case marks awarded in a paper on re-examination exceeds the original marks obtained by more 
than 15% of the total marks in the paper or falls 5% of the original marks in the paper, the script will 
be referred to a third examiner and the candidate will be awarded the average of the best two of the 
marks awarded by the three examiners. 

Change in marks will be given effect and a fresh mark sheet will be issued. Change in marks shall not 
be given effect if the said change leads to decline in result status and in such cases re-examination 
result shall be declared as No Change . 

24. RANKING 

Candidate unable to clear each part of all the semester examinations (semester-I, II, III, IV) in one 
chance shall not be entitled to any position in order of merit. To be eligible for award of rank in order 
of merit, a candidate must pass all the semester examinations at first chance as a regular candidate. 

25. CANCELLATION OF EXAMINATION 

Candidates may apply to the Controller of Examinations for cancellation of enrolment of the said 
examination within fifteen days from the date of completion of theory papers. The said cancelled 
examination will also be counted as a chance. 
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� ���� : Establishment of Abbasid rule 

a) Revolt against Ummayads and the foundation of Abbasid Rule 
b) A brief history of Caliphs: Abu Jafar al Mansur, Harun al Rashid, Al-Mamun 
c) Fall of Abbasids 

� ���� : Social and Cultural History 

a) Social condition under Abbasids ( Zimmis, Bermakids) 
b) Education  
c) Position of Women 
d) Development of Fine Arts and Architecture 
e) Intellectual awakening under Abbasids 

� ���� : Administration 

a) Central Administration 



b)  Provincial Administration 
c) Military Administration 

� ���� : Economy 

a) Trade and commerce 
b) Agriculture 

 

Essential and Suggested Reading 

Hitti, P.K, History of Arabs, Macmillan,1937 

Ali, Syed Ameer, A Short History of the Saracens, Adam Publishers & Distributors,New 
Delhi,2006 

Ali, K.A, A Study of Islamic History,  Idarah-I Adabiyat I-Delli, Delhi,1980 

Lewis, Bernard, The Arabs in History, Oxford University Press, 1950 

Faqih,Irfan, Glimpses of Islamic History, Kazi Publications, Lahore,1979 

Grunebaum, Von, Medieval Islam,The University of Chicago Press,1971 

Hell,Joseph, The Arab Civilisation,W.Heffer &Sons, Limited,1926 

Strange ,G.le, , Baghdad during Abbasid Caliphate Martino Publisher,2005 

Ali, Syed Ameer, A Short History of the Saracens,(trans by dr. Osman Ghani) Mallick 
Brothers,Kolkatta,2000 
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Module 11: Regional Style of Indo-Islamic Architecture  

a) Formation under Governor s Period 
b) Development and Growth of Regional style during 15th-16th centuries 
c) Secular Architecture under the Sultans of Bengal  
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Modern India with special reference to Muslim politics  Socio-  political, 

Economic and Constitutional History (1793-1885)

Module 1: Importance of Permanent Settlement 

a) Importance of Permanent Settlement and its impact on Bengal society and polity 

b) The Rise of new Zamindars 

c) Moneylenders 

Module 2: Peasant Uprising 

a) Wahabi Movement 

b) Farazi Movement 

c) Tribal Movements 

Module 3: Company s Exploitation  

a) Disruption of the Traditional Economy 

b) Ruin of Artisans and Craftsmen/ 

c) Drainage of Wealth 

Module 4: Age of Famines and Epidemics 

a) Stagnation and deterioration of agriculture and impoverishment of the peasantry 

b) Poverty and Famine 

Module 5: The Revolt of 1857  

a) Causes of the Revolt with special emphasis on socio-religious reasons. 

b) Nature of the Revolt 

c) Historiography of the revolt 

d) Impact of the revolt 

Module 6: Age of Associations 

a) Zamindars Association 

b) Landholder Association 

c) Ryotwari Associations 

Module 7: Aligarh Movement 

a) Circumstances leading to Aligarh Movement 

b) Role of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 



c) Impact of Aligarh Movement on Muslim society and polity 

Essential Reading and Suggested Reading:  
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Modern India with special reference to Muslim politics  Socio-  political , 

Economic and Constitutional History (1885-1947)

 

Module 1: Indian National Congress 

a) Emergence of Indian National Congress 

b) Objectives of the Congress 

c) Different theories on Congress 

d) Activities of the Moderate Congress 

Module 2:   Home Rule League 

Annie Beasant and Home Rule League 

 

Module 3: Partition of Bengal:  

a) Swadeshi Movement in Bengal- Main trends, 

b) Boycott issue Constructive Swadeshi, National Education, 

c)  Impact of the Movement, 

d) Decline of the Swadeshi Movement. 

 

Module 4: Extremist Congress 

a) Objectives of the Congress 

b) Activities of the Congress 

Module-5: Growth of separatist tendencies in Indian politics 

a) The foundation of the All India Muslim League 

b) 1906 -- its aims and activities. 

Module 6: Militant Nationalism 

a) The militant and revolutionary nationalism in Bengal  

b)  its different phases and limitations. 

Module 7: First World War 

a) Impact of WW1 on Indian politics.  

b) Society and economy 

Module 8: Rise of Gandhi in Indian politics: 

a) The South African prelude,  



b) Gandhi and regional movements- Champaran, Kheda, and Ahmedabad 

c) Entry into all India politics Rowlatt Satyagraha 

 

Module 9: Non-co-operation and Khilafat movement 

a) the All India character  

b) social composition of the participants.  

c) Chauri Chaura- its political implications. 

d) Importance of Khilafat Movement in Indian History 

Module 10: Formation of the Swarajya Party 

a) The main trends of Swarajists politics 

b) Role of C. R. Das-the Bengal Pact. 

Module 11: Civil Disobedience movement-Phases of the movement. 

a) Return to Council Politics 

b) the Congress and the Constitution 

c) the formation of the Congress Ministries 

Module 12: The Indian Act of 1935 

a) The Krishak Praja Party and Fazlul Haque 

b) Fazlul Haque ministry and its impact in Bengal politics 

Module 13: Rise of Subhas Chandra Bose in Indian politics 

a) Interaction with Gandhi 

b) The formation of Forward Block 

c) His departure from India  

Module 14:Gender Studies 

Role of women in Indian politics. 

 

Module 15: The Labour politics 

a) The All India Trade Union Congress-  

b) The Left -Wing movements  

c) Penetration of Communist influence 

d) Interaction between labour and National Movements. 

Module 16: The Impact of the Second World War 

a) The Quit India Movement- Regional variations 

b) Nature of the movement. 

Module 17: Popular movements during the last phase of the freedom movement-  



a) The role of All India Kishan Sabha 

b) The popular outbursts-Tebhaga, 

c) The INA trial and RIN Mutiny. 

 

Module 18. Genesis of Pakistan-  

a) Jinnah and the Pakistan movement 

b) Partition of India. 

 

 

Essential Reading and Suggested Reading 

 

Baker .C.J- The Politics of South India- 1880-1940. 

Bayly, C .-Local Roots of Indian Politics-Allahabad 1880-1920. 

Brown . J . Gandhi's Rise to Power,1915-1922.; Gandhi and Civil Disobedience; The 

Mahatma in Indian Politics, 1928- 34. 

Bipan Chandra-Rise and Growth of Economic Nationalism in India 

Chatterjee Jaya- BengalDivided; Hindu Communalism and Partition, 1932-1947. 

Dutta R. P. - India Today.  

Desai A.R.-Social Background of Indian Nationalism.; Peasant Struggle in India. 

Guha R.  ed. Subaltern Studies. 

Gordon. L. Bengal. The Nationalist Movement 1876-1940. 

Hasan . M.- Nationalism and Communal Politics in India, 1916-1928. 

Jalal Ayesha- The Sole Spokesman, Jinnah-Muslim League and the Demand for Pakistan. 

Kumar R-Essays on Gandhian politics, The Rowlatt Satyagraha of 1919. 

Page. D - Prelude to Partition; The Indian Muslims and the Imperial System of Control,1920-

1932. 

Panikkar K. M.ed. - National-and Left Movements in India. 

Robinson,F.- Separatism among Indian Muslims. The Politics of the United provinces 

Muslims,1860-1923. 

Sarkar S. Modern India 

Sarkar, S. Swadeshi Movement in Bengal 

Stokes. E.-Peasants and the Raj. 

Rahaman, Kazi Sufior - Muslim Manas (1905-1947) 
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������ ���� ���� �� Part I  

Module 1: Pre-Islamic Tradition of Indian Architecture: A Brief Introduction  

a) What is architecture? 

b) General understanding of Nagara, Dravida and Vessara temple architecture,  

Module 2: Introduction to Indo-Islamic Architecture  

a) Concept of Islam in architecture 

b) Forms of Islamic architecture 

c) Types of dome, minars, vaults, squinches and arches,  

d) Different kind of building material, decorative motives, mouldings, multiplicity of 

techniques 

Module 3: Methodology of Studying Indo-Islamic Architecture 

a) Historiography of Indo-Islamic Architecture 

b) Elevation and Ground Plan of Monuments (How to do a field survey, measurement, 

preparation of elevation and ground plan of a monument) 

c)  Mapping 

Module 4: Imperial style of Architecture: Delhi 

a) Architecture of Mamluk and Khalji Dynasty  

b) Architecture of the Tughlaqs  

c) Architecture of the Sayyids and the Lodis  

Module 5: Provincial style of Indo-Islamic Architecture: North India 

a) Bengal  

b) Jaunpur  

c) Gujarat  

d) Malwa  

e) Kashmir  
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