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LIST OF COURSES FOR 3 Years MDC PROGRAM-2023 
CORE COURSES  (4 Credits per Course) 

Semester Paper-       Credit Division  8 – CORE COURSES 
Semester-1 SOC-MD-CC- 1-----3Th+1TU Introductory Sociology                  
Semester-2 SOC-MD-CC- 2-----3Th+1TU Sociology of India                         
Semester-3 SOC-MD-CC- 3-----3Th+1TU Classical Sociological Traditions* 

 
Semester-4 

SOC-MD-CC- 4-----3Th+1TU Methods of Sociological Enquiry   
SOC-MD-CC -5-----3Th+1TU Indian Sociological Traditions 

 
Semester-5 

SOC-MD-CC -6-----3Th+1TU Environmental Sociology    
SOC-MD-CC -7-----3Th+1TU Agrarian Sociology        

Semester-6 SOC-MD-CC- 8-----3Th+1TU Urban Sociology        

SKILL ENHANCMENT COURSE(4 Credits per Course) 
Semester-1/2/3 SOC-MD-SEC-1---2TH+2TU Gender Constructs and Society 

IDC-INTERDISCIPLINARY COURSE(3 Credits per Course) 
 SOC-MD-IDC-1-----2TH+1TU Knowing Indian Society 
   

 Note: Core Courses Designated for Minor will be offered to students with  
Major in Other Discipline and MDC students 



Classical Sociological Traditions 

CC- 3 
Course Objective: 

The course is intended to analyse the work of classical thinkers and their contribution in the field of 

Sociology that would equip the students with theoretical insights to the social scenario around. It will also 

provide a chronological foundation of the development and the concepts that helped the process. 

 

Unit I  

1. Origin & development of sociology as a distinct discipline 

1.1. Role of European Enlightenment; French, American & Industrial Revolutions 
1.2. Contributions of Montesquieu & St. Simon 
1.3. Auguste Comte: Positivism; Law of Three Stages 

Unit II   

2. Karl Marx 

2.1. Materialist Conception of History 
2.2. Capitalist Mode of Production 

Unit III. 

3. Vilfredo Pareto 

3.1. Types of action 
3.2. Circulation of elites 

Unit IV. 

 4. Emile Durkheim 

4.1. Social Fact: Suicide 
             4.2. Individual & Society: Division of Labour 

5. Max Weber 

5.1. Social Action & Ideal Types 
5.2. Religion & Economy 

Readings: 

Aron, Raymond. 1965. Main Currents in Sociological Thought. Vol. I & II. 

Atal, Yogesh 2003. Sociology: From where to where, Jaipur: Rawat Publication. 

Barnes, H.E. 1959. Introduction to the History of Sociology, Univ. of Chicago Press. 



Coser, L.A., 1977. Masters of Sociological Thought, Rawat. 

Fletcher, Ronald. 2000. The Making of Sociology, (Vol. I & II), Rawat. 

Giddens, A. 1971. Capitalism and Modern Social Theory: An Analysis of the Writings of Marx, 
Durkheim and Max Weber. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Hughes, John. J. Peter Martin & W.W. Sharrock. 1995. Understanding Classical Sociology-Max Weber 
and Durkheim. Sage. 

Morrison, Ken. 1995. Marx, Durkheim, Weber: Formations of Modern Social Thought. Sage 
Publications. 

Ritzer, G. 1996. Sociological Theory. New York: McGraw Hill Companies. 

Turner, Bryan S. 1999. Classical Sociology, Sage Publications, New Delhi. 
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Gane, Mike. 1992. The Radical Sociology of Durkheim and Mauss. London: Routledge. Pages: 1-10. 

Goodwin, Glenn A & Scimecca, Joseph A. 2006. Classical Sociological Theory- Rediscovering the 
Promise of Sociology. Australia: Thomson/Wadsworth. 

Johnson, H.M. (1995): Sociology: A Systematic Introduction, New Delhi: Allied Publishers. 

Marx, K. and F. Engels. 1969. Selected Works Vol. 1. Moscow: Progress Publishers. pp. 13‐15, 16‐80, 
98‐106, 142‐174, 502‐506. 

McLellan, David. 1975. Marx. London: Fontana Press. 

Poggi, Gianfranco. 2006. Weber. Cambridge, UK: Polity. Pages: 1-16 (16) 

Timasheff, N. S. (1967). Sociological Theory. Random House. 

Weber, Max. 1947. The Theory of Social and Economic Organization. New York: The Free Press, pp. 87‐
123 

Weber, Max. 2002. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (translated by Stephen Kalberg). 
London: Blackwell Publishers, pp. 3‐54, 103‐126, Chapters I, II, III, IV & V. 

 


	CSR-84-2024
	B.A. MDC Syllabus CC-3 Classical Sociological Traditions

