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Course Work for Ph.D. in Buddhist Studies  

Department of Buddhist Studies 

University of Calcutta, Kolkata 
 

Note: For Admission, Fees and Other Rules and Regulations Please Refer to University of 

Calcutta Regulation for the Doctor of Philosophy.  

http://www.caluniv.ac.in/PhD-Dlit-Dsc/Ph.D.Regulations-2016.pdf 

 

The course structure of Ph.D. in the Buddhist Studies is designed to make the students 

familiar with the research methodology as well as various dimensions and areas of Buddhist 

Studies, and make them able to select a particular area and topic of their interest for further 

study. The course work will be compulsory for all the students registered in Ph.D. course 

except those who has completed the course work in MPhil.      

Credit and Duration of the Course: The course work will be of 08 credits and duration will 

be one semester (Six Months). 

Papers:  The course work will consist of the following two papers- 

(I) Research Methodology and Computer Application - 4 credits  

(II) Review of Literature and Independent Reading - 4 credits 

Each paper carries 100 marks. Student will have to pass in all the papers to continue their 

further research work. 

Paper I: Research Methodology and Computer Application –  

This will be a general paper on Research Methodology and Computer Application for all 

Ph.D. students of the course. The main aim of this course is to make the student aware of the 

importance of Research and how to use computer for the research. The student will be taught 

the different methods for conducting research. The student will also be taught to collect data 

with various approaches to analyze them. These courses shall be of four (4) credits.  

Credit I  :  An Overview of Research 

 Unit I  : Definition and Elements of Research 

 Unit II   : Purpose and Significance of Research 

 Unit III  : Methods of Research 

: Survey Method, Textual Method, Comparative Method, Class 

Studies, Conceptual Method 

Unit IV :  Collection of Materials and Bibliography, Types of Materials, 

Methods of collection of Materials, Linking of the Materials, 

Significance of Materials, Writing Bibliography  

Credit II  :  Computer Application 

 Unit I  :  Various functions of Word Application 

 Unit II  :  Power Point  
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 Unit III :  Excel 

 Unit IV :  Different websites, software and tools related and relevant for 

Buddhist Studies  

Credit III  : Selection of Topic 

 Unit I    : Utility of the Subject 

 Unit II   : Aptitude and Inclination 

 Unit III  : Ability of Background of Studies 

 Unit IV  : Availability of the Materials  

Credit IV  : Step for Conducting Research  

 Unit I    : Justification of the Topic  

 Unit II   : Aims and Objectives  

 Unit III  : Hypothesis, Resources 

 Unit IV : Methods of Data Analysis and Scope of Research 

 

Selected Bibliography:  

Barjun  J. 1985. On Writing, Editing, and Publishing. 2nd edition. Chicago: University  of 

Chicago Press.  

Basu, Ratna. 1998. Methodology and Sanskritic Researches. Kolkata: School of Vedic 

Studies, Ravinda Bharti University. Revised Ed. 2012.  

Barzun, J. & H. F. Graff. 1970. The modern Researcher. New York: Harcour Brace             

Jovanovich. 

Becker H. S. 1986. Writing for Social Scientists; How to Start and finish your Thesis, Book or 

Article. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Kumar, Bittu. 2013. Microsoft Office 2010. V&S Publishers.  

Cook, Claire Kehrwald. 1985. Line by Line: How to Edit your own writings. MLA.    

Dash, Keshab Chandra. 1992. Elements of Research Methodology in Sanskrit. Varanasi: 

Chaukhambha Sanskrit Sansthan.  

MLA Handbook. 2016. Modern Language Association of America. 8th Revised edition.  

The Chicago Manual of Style. 2017. University of Chicago Press. 17th Revised edition. 

Turabian, K. L. 1995. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations, 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Walvoord, Barbara E. Fassler. 1986. Helping Students Write Well: A Guide for Teachers for 

all Discipline. MLA.   

 

Paper II: Survey of Buddhist Literature and Independent Reading 

(A)Survey of Buddhist Literature: (50 Marks)  

This paper consists of the following disciplines/areas of Buddhist Studies. 

(a) Pāli Literature (Canonical Literature), Post 10th century Pāli Literature 

(b) A general survey of Buddhist Sanskrit Literature  

(c) Buddhist Literature Developed in Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand, China, Tibet 

(d) A General Survey of Buddhist Mss. (published and unpublished)   
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The students will have to study all the disciplines and select any one of their interest to 

conduct their further research. In the end of the semester the student will have to present a 

written report in minimum 3000 words on the selected discipline, in the language of their 

choice, for evaluation.   

(B) Independent Reading: (50 Marks)  

This paper will consist of readings of specific texts/books/articles recommended by the 

Supervisor at the beginning of the semester. Each student shall complete two assignments by 

the end of the semester. Of these two assignments one will be to write a book-review and 

other a research paper or survey article related to the field of his research interest. Student 

will also have to present assignment before a committee.   

Selected Bibliography:  

Bapat, P.V. (ed.). (1959). 2500 Years of Buddhism. New Delhi: Government of India, 

Publications Division.  

Basam, A. L. (1951). History and Doctrine of the Ajivakas. London: Luzac & Co. Ltd.. 

Basham, A. L. (1989). The Wonder That was India. Reprint, New Delhi. 

Bechert, Heinz. Erster Teil. 1979. Systematische Übersicht über die buddhistische Sanskrit-

Literatur / A Systematic Survey of Buddhist Sanskrit Literature. Vinaya Texte. 

Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner. 

Catalogue of the Buddhist Sanskrit manuscripts in the University Library, Cambridge. 

Cambridge University Library. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag, 1992. 

Catalouge of the Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Library of the India Office. Great Britain India 

Office, Library. Printed by order of the Secreatary of Stae for India in council. 

London: 1887, 1935.  

Ch’en, Kenneth. (1964). Buddhism in China: A Survey. Princeton: Princeton University 

Press.  

Dash, Subas Chandra. (1994). Bibliography of Pāli and Buddhism. CASS Bibliography 

Series. Poona: Centre of Advanced Study in Sanskrit, University of Poona. 

Deva,  Acarya Narandra. (1973). Bauddha Dharma Darsan. Reprint. Patana: Rastra Bhasa 

Parisad. 

Dutt,  N. (1973). Mahayana Buddhism. Calcutta. 

Gupta, S. N. Das. (1932). A History of Indian Philosophy. Vol. I. Cambridge University 

Press. 

Kashyap, Bhikkhu J. (1954). Abhidhamma Philosophy. Nalanda: Bauddha Vihara. 

Kumar, Ujjwal. (2015). Lokanīti: Devanāgarī Edition with Hindi Translation. New Delhi: 

Aditya Prakashan.  

Kumar, Ujjwal. (2018). Pāli-Cāṇakyanīti: Devanāgarī Edition with Hindi Translation. New 

Delhi: Aditya Prakashan.  

Law,B.C. (1933). History of Pali Literature. London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Rubner & Co. 

Ltd. 

Malalasekara, G. P. (1931-38). Dictionary of Pali Proper Names. 2 Vols. London. 

Murti,  T.R.V. (1955). Central Philosophy of Buddhism, London: Allen & Unwin. 

Nakamura, Hajime. 1989. Indian  Buddhism :  A  Survey   with  Bibliographical Notes. Delhi: 

Motilal Banarasidas. 

Norman, K[enneth] R[oy]. (1983). Pāli Literature : Including the Canonical Literature in 
Prakrit and Sanskrit of all the Hīnayāna Schools of Buddhism. In J. Gonda (Ed.), A 
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History of Indian Literature (Vol. VII). Otto Harrassowitz.Wiesbaden. 

von HINU ̈BER, Oskar. (1997). A Handbook of Pāli Literature. New Delhi: Munshiram 

Manoharlal. 

Yuyama, Akira. 1982. A Select Bibliography on the Sanskrit Language for the use of Students 
in Buddhist Philology. Paper, iv, Bibliographica Indica Et Buddhica Vol. 1. Tokyo.   

Yuyama, Akira. 1992. Buddhist Sanskrit Manuscript Collections: A Bibliographical Guide of 

Students in Buddhist Philology. The Library of the International Institute for Buddhist 

Studies. Bibliographica Indica Et Buddhica Vol 2.  

Dash, Subas Chandra. 1994. Bibliography of Pāli and Buddhism. CASS Bibliography Series. 

Poona; Centre of Advanced Study in Sanskrit, University of Poona. Pune.  

Nakamura, Hajime. (1989). Indian  Buddhism:  A  Survey   with  Bibliographical Notes. 
Delhi: Motilal Banarasidas. 

Puri B. N. (1989). Buddhism in Central Asia. Delhi: Motilal Banarasidass.  

Takakusu, J. (1956). The Essentials of Buddhist Philosophy. Bombey: Asia Publishing 

House. 

Upadhyay, Bharat Singh. (1993). Pali Sahitya Ka Itihasa. Riprint. Allahabad: Hindi Sahitya 

Sammelan. 

Warder, A. K. (1980). Indian Buddhism. Delhi: Motilal Banarasidass. 

Winternitz, M., A. (1933). History of Indian Literature. (tr.) S. Ketkar & H. Kuhn. Calcutta. 

http://mbingenheimer.net/tools/bibls/biblBibl.html 

http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/ 

 


